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PAUL LYNCH

on the porch light and the men are known in an instant
frornhow they are dtood, the night-cold air suspiring it
seems as she slides open the patio door, the suburban
quiet, the rain falling almost unspoken onto St Laurence

Street, upon the black car parked in front of the house.

How the men seem to carry the feeling of the night. She

watches them from within her own protective feeling,

the young man on the left is asking if her husband is
home and there is something in the way he looks at her,

the remote yet scrutinising eyes that make it seem as

though he is tryrng to seize hold of something within
her- In a blink she has sought up and down the street,

seeing a lone walker with a dog under an umbrella, the

willows nodding to the rain, the strobings of a large TV
screen in the Zajacs'house across the street. She checks

herself then, almost laughing, this universal reflex of
guilt when the police call to your door. Ben begins to
squirm in her arms and the older plainclothesman to
her right is watching the child, his face seems to soften
and so she addresses herself to him. She knows he too
is a father, such things are always known, that other
fellow is much too young, too neat and hard-boned, she

begins to speak aware ofa sudden falter in hervoice. He

will be home soon, in an hour or so, would you like me
to give him a ring) No, that will not be necessary Mrs
Stack, when he comes home could you tell him to call
us at his earliest convenience, this is my card. Please call

me Eilish, is it something I can help you with? No, I'm
afraidnot, Mrs Stack, this is a matter foryour husband.

The older plainclothesman is smiling fully at the child
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PAUL LYNCH

window watching outside. The darkening garden not
to be wished upon now, for something ofthat darkness

has come into the house.

Larry Stack moves about the living room with the card

in his hand. He stares at it frowning then places the
card on the coffee table and shakes his head, falls back

into the armchair, his hand taking grip of his beard
while she watches him silently, judging him in that
familiar way, after a.certain age a man grows a beard
not to enter manhood but to put a barrier to his youth,
she can hardly recall him clean-shaven. Watching his
feet seek about for his slippers, his face falling smooth
as he rests in the chair, he is thinking about some-

thing else it seems until his brow grows taut and a

frown creeps down his face. He leans forward and picks

the card up again. It's probably nothing, he says. She

bounces the child on her lap watching him closely. Tell
mo Larry, how is it nothing? He sighs and drags the
back of his hand across his mouth, moving out of the
chair, he begins to search about the table. Where did
you put the newspaperl He steps about the room look-
ing though not seeing, the newspaper might be already

forgotten, he is seeking something within the shade of
his own thinking and cannot alight upon it. He turns
then and studies his wife as she feeds the child on her
breast and the sight ofthis comforts him, a sense oflife
contracted to an image so at odds with malice his mind
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PAUL LYNCH

of s1eep, in a moment she rvill go upstairs and slip into
her nightwear, counting the hours until the baby wakes

for his feed. Larry, she says, watching him recoii as

though she has passed electricity into his hand. They
saiC to call at your earliest convenience, cail them now'

on the phone, the number is on the card, show thern
vou have nothing to hide. He is frowning and then he

inhales slowIy as though taking measure of something
looming befbre him, he turns and looks her full in the
face, his eyes narrowed with anger. 

'What 
do you mean,

show them I have nothing to hide) You know what
I mean. No, I don't know what you mean. I-ook, it's
just a figure of speech, Larry, please go and ring them
now. Why are you always so bioody difficult, he says,

1ook, I'm not going to ring them at this hour. Larry do

it now, please, I do not want the GNSB to darken our
door again, you hear the ta1k, the kind of things that are

said to be going on these past few months. Larry leans

for-ward in the arrnchair without it seems the ability
to stand up, he frowns and then he is moving towards
her, takes the baby from her arms. Eilish, please, just

listen a moment, respect is sornething that runs both
ways, they know I'm a busy man, I am the deputy gen-

eral secretary of the Teachers' Union of Ireland, I do

not hop, skip and jr-p to their every command. That
is all well and good, Larry, but why did they call to the
house at this hour and not to your office during the
day, tell me that. Look, love, I'11 ring them tomorrow or
the day after tomorrow now, can we let this rest for the
nighti His body remains standing before her though
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PAUL LYNCH

the speaker from earlier on. Thank you for coming, Mr
Stack, if you will follow me, we will do our best not to
take up too much of your time. He follows up a metal

stairwell and then along a corridor of shut doors before

he is shown into an interview room with grey chairs

and grey panelled walls and everything looks new; the

door is closed and he is left alone. He sits down and

stares at his hands. He reads his phone and then he

stands and walks about the room, thinking how he has

been placed on the back foot, shown a lack of respect, it
is well past ropm. When they enter the room he unfolds
his arms and slowly pulls a chair and sits down, watch-

ing the same narrow officer and another his own age

growing stout, a rrrug in the man's hand filmed with
coffee spatter. The man eyes Larry Stack with the trace

of a smile or perhaps it is just geniality resting in the

wrinkles of his mouth. Good evening, Mr Stack, I am

Detective Inspector Stamp and this is Detective Burke,

can I offer you some tea or a coffee perhapsl Larry
looks to the soiled cup and signals a no with his hand,

finds himself studyrngthe speaker's face, searching for
an image he feels is known. I have met you before, he

says, Dublin football wasn't it, you played midfield for
UCD, you would have met me up against the Gaels, we

were a powerhouse then, that was the year we put you

into the ground. The detective inspector stares at his
face, the wrinkles have collapsed around the mouth, the

gaze grown opaque, an inscrutable silence fills the
room. He speaks without shaking his head. I do not
know what you are talking about. Larry is sensitive now
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the table between them a sheet of printed paper. Larry
begins to read the sheet, he blinks slowly then bites

down on his teeth. Footsteps pass down the long corri-
dor and are absolved by a closing door. He hears the

muffied beatings of the moth, grows aware for an

instant of something inside him beginning to wither.
He looks up and sees Detective Burke watching him
from across the table, the eyes regarding him as though
they have the power to roam freely inside his thoughts,

seeking to free something within him that isnt there.

Larry looks towards the detective inspector who reads

him now with an open face and he clears his throat and

tries to smile at the two men. Officers, surely youre
having me onl He watches them feeling the smile slide

from his mouth, finds himself lifting the sheet and

waving it. But this is nothing but madness, he says, wait
until the general secretary hears about this, she will be

on to the minister directly, I can assure you ofthat. The
young detective coughs smartly into his fist then looks

to the detective inspector who smiles and begins to
speak. As you will be aware, Mr Stack, this is a difficult
time for the state, we are under instruction to take seri-

ously all allegations that are put before us What
the hell are you talking about) Larry says, this is not an

allegation, it makes no sense, youre twisting some-

thing, taking one thing and turning it into something
else, it looks like you tfped this up yourselves. Mr Stack,

you will be aware no doubt of the Emergency Powers

Act that came into effect this September in response to

the ongoing crisis facing the state, an act that gives
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